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OBSERVATIONS 

ON    THK 

SCOTTISH   NATIONAL   ASSOCIATION 

rOR   THE   REMOVAL   OF   SCOTTISH    GRIEVANCES 
AND  THE  VINDICATION  OF   SCOTTISH  RIGHTS. 

As  some  of  the  Scotch  and  Scotch-descended  settlers  in 
this  colony  may  not  yet  have  seen  an  account  oiF  the  Nation- 
al Association  for  the  Vindication  of  Scottish  Rights,  a  few  re- 
marks are  here  oftered  on  a  subject  deeply  interesting  not 
only  to  all  Scotsmen  who  dwell  within  the  bounds  of  Scot- 
land, but  also  to  every  son  of  Caledonia,  and  to  every  one 
of  Scottish  orisin  or  descent  in  whatever  part  of  the  world 
his  abode  may  ne. 

The  Association  was  formed  in  Edinburgh  only  a  few 
months  aso  and  it  already  numbers  many  influential  names  ; 
the  president  is  the  £arl  of  Eglinton  ;  among  the  vice-presi- 
dents are  the  Marquis  of  Ailsa,  the  Earl  of  Erroll,  the  Earl  of 
Dundonald  and  Lord  Cochrane.  Among  the  members  are  Sir 
A.  Alison,  author  of  the  History  of  Europe  and  Professor  Ay- 
town  the  poet ;  these  two  are  conservatives  in  politics.  The 
provost  and  town  council  of  many  of  the  towns  have  joined  ; 
the  general  committee  includes  about  two  hundred  names 
and  among  them  are  Mr.  Buchanan,  editor  of  the  Caledonian 
Mercury  ;  the  editor  of  the  Scottish  Reformers^  Gazette^  and 
the  editors  of  several  other  papers.  The  Association  has 
lot  the  slightest  connection  witn  party  politics  as  is  shown 
>y  the  fact  that  Conservatives  and  Liberals,  Whigs  and 
Tories  alike  belong  to  it ;  nor  has  it  anything  to  do  with 
ecclesiastical  dissensions. 

The  secretary  is  Mr.  Fred.  H.  Carter,  Accountant,  16, 
Queen  St.,  Edinb. ;  the  yearly  subscription  of  members  is 
ive  shillings  sterling ;  the  objects  of  this  national  society 
ire  set  forth  in  a  short  pamphlet  of  36  pages  entitled  '*  Ad- 
Iress  to  the  People  of  Scotland  and  Statement  of  Grievances 
)y  the  National  Association  for  the  Vindication  of  Scottish 
lights." 
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"W"©  entreat  overv  Invt^y  /^p  u- 
pamphlet,  and  tiirhe  ie  ^bie  ?,'^'^«»try  *o  procure  this 
the  question  may  be  foind  /„%?«  1^  ^O'Some"^ account  of 

The  chief  grievance  i«H,„/?i.o ''^^^od '8  Mag.  for  sLf 

inent  are  too  few  in  coin-'  '"^-^^  ^^e'nbere  of  p^^^^^^^^ 
most  of  the  other  grievancTnr?''"  r""'^^  ^^^'^  of  EnK 
th^Brefore  exanuneTurtC^^^^^^^^^^^^  from  this  and  wlsh°ali 
To  determine  the  proper  nromrLr^P  ^'^^^^  minuteness. 
Scotland  and  for  «outf  Bri^tarTrereo^f  ",^P^«««« Natives  for 
the  number  of  the  populatinn  n«!i^?u**^^^y'  some  consider 
taxation  contributedT  earco"nV    f'  *^'  amount  of  the 

aZf/''  ''''''  '^^^^  ^^"  the  House'^of  r  *^'  common  fund' 
away  the  money  paid  bv  fha  r^     i     •    Commons  is  to  voto 

and  as  this.is  tKse^they  ^'hf  ^l"  /^  ^^ape  of  taxe  ! 

have  a  voice  in  the  d  snoZl  Zu     ^^7  ^^^  '"oney  oucht  to 

proportion  they  contrlC^  It  Ts'lTr^P^^^^^^  ^'tho 

tit'-'Vl^^  ^2'  *h^t  the  avera  '%« w-^  "'  the  #oeiety's 
each  inhabitant  ofScotlan/;!  ?^.  taxation  paid  yearlv  bv 

England  forty-fourSiitl  a'nS^t^otT  «™-g^>  -^  o^f 
of  1851,  the  population  oFScXndiFT^QVn^^  ^^^  census 
above  tax  from  thi»  number  show««       ^'  ^^^^'784,  and  the 
The  population  of  EngUnd  and  W  /'^''^""^  of  ^0,171,830 
IB  17,  922  708  and  thf  above  tLw'..-'  "^  ^'""'^  ^"tain 
revenue  of  £39,  878,  168  ^  ^"^"^  *^^«  »"«^ber  yields  a 

■Now  if  £  6   177     QQft  +1, 

away  by  53  par'liamcnta  VropCZuv!;''  .!™"''i"»  '«  v»*ed 
the  revenue  of  Enzland  m,X  f ,  *'™^  ">«".  *39, 878  108 
not  by  500  membeS  of  vjtr^tntM^  "'""^  "7  3^7'and 
England  and  Wales  :  Enda  d  [.-..M  WJ'^"'^*'  ""'"her  for 
.«  the  House  of  Common? m„l  t^^^'^h^  }^  ropresontati^s 

requires  500  members  to  administer  -f  *f '""^  "''England 
same  proportion,  f  0,  171    8?ft  1    ''  *'"'"  *»  "bservo  the 

ought  to  have  77  members  to  look  after -r'^"*  »'"  '^»«a"d 
according  to  the  revenue  ,.,«„„?  fi,' ''  and  not  53.  Thus 
t^enty-flnr  representotiCin  nn^f-  """""'•  Scotland  has 
&.r  and  just  proportion  "  Pa^'ament  fewer  than  her 

?.«« isThe^'oni;  ;r;»ot*\Tai"h'';'"V'''''  '-o  '•— 

justproportion  of  members  to''^,!""''  *?  *''J''«'  *•>«  fair  or 
kingdoms  in  the  United  Hous^  o?r'^'"'  """'  "^  '^e  three 
ter  of  curiosity  we  may  Sance  at  tZ  "'"?'  ''"'  »»  *  mat- 
same  important  question  ^'^  population  vim  of  the 

bers!  thSrdiLPtTot'X  ?■  'T"?"'^  -'"'•»  53  mem- 
17,922,768  the  pop! lation  of  pl  f"'',  ">«  "  ^nle  of  three"' 
return  330 memUs, and "ofsM  ?  h"''.*"^  '^"'^^  o-Sht 'to 
Or,  if  17,922,708  the  EpgUs  ,  p^DuIutl  """S  ^70  too  many 

S-isn  population  require  500  mem- 
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bers  to  look  after  their  intorosts,  then  2,870,784  tho  Scotch 
population  ought  to  have  79  members  and  not  53.  Thus  one 
of  two  things  is  the  fact,  either  England  has  HO  members 
too  many,  or  Scotland  has  79  too  few. 

Even  supposinetha^ Scotland  sent  79  members,  and  South 
Britain  330  their  just  proportions,  it  is  evident  that  the 
smaller    country    would  run  some    risk    of   its    interests 
being  more  or  less  sacririced  to  those  of  a  country  return- 
ing 251  members  more  than  herself,  but  how  much  more 
likely  when,  as  at  present  the  Scotch  are  447  fewer  in  num- 
ber   than    the  English  members.    Even  if  no    bad  otTects 
resulted  from  the  present  plan,  wo  maintain  that  the  under - 
representation  of  Scotland  in  tho  British  House  of  Commons 
is  an  insult  to  Scotland  and  places  her  in  a  position  degrad- 
ing and  humiliating  in  the  sight  of  foreigners  and  every  one 
who  considers  the  matter.    Scotchmen   have  as  delicate  a 
sense  of  personal  honor  as  the  natives  of  any  other  countrv, 
and  it  is  generally  thought  by  other  nations  that  they  hold 
the  honor  of  their  country  in  as  great  regard  as  their  own  ; 
or,  if  possible  in  still  greater  regard.    Many  we  know,  to 
whom  it  would  be  much  safer  for  any  one  to  offer  any  im- 
pertinence intended  for  themselves,  than  it  would  be  if  the 
remark  was  intended  for  their  country. 

That  he  is  the  honorable  possessor  of  such  feelings  every 
son  of  Scotia  has  now  an  opportunity  of  showing  by  imme- 
diately joining  the  new  Society,  the  happy  and  much  requi- 
red formation  of  which  will  give  a  prominence  in  Scottish 
History  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  1853.  It  is,  as  it  were,  a 
committee  of  the  whole  country  to  watch  over  the  interests 
of  the  nation ;  nor  after  the  Society  has  succeeded  in  its 
objects,  will  it  cease  to  be  recjuired;  on  the  contrary,  it  will 
have  to  continue  to  watch  with  the  eye  of  a  Wallace  and  a 
Bruce,  over  the  equitable  re-arrangements  which  will 
probably  be  made  in  that  partnership  of  three  nations  all 
whose  hearts  beat  with  loyalty  to  the  fair  descendant  of 
James  VI.  King  of  Scots. 

Each  Scotch  member  of  Parliament  represents  an  average 
population  of  54,165  ;  each  English  member  represents  the 
interests  of  35,845  only,  being  18,320  fewer  than  the  Scotch 
member  ;  if  the  reader  choose  to  imagine  that  the  energies 
of  a  member  are  exhausted  after  he  has  attended  to  the  in- 
teksts  of  an  average  constituency  of  35, 845, then  each 
Scotch  member  has  to    neglect    the    interests  of   18,320 

persons.  ^      i      i       i 

An  equitable  apportionment  of  members  to  Scotland  and 
South  Britain,  according  to  their  population,  might  be 
arranged  by  adding  together  the  population  of  the  two 
countries;  this  amounts  to  20,793,552  persons ;  divide  by 


v^,  ' 
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553  tho  riumbor  of  membors  for  both  ;  thus  there  is  a  mem- 
ber for  every  87,010  persons.  Then  divide  the  Scotch  popu- 
i*!*,  1  no  ^^  ^^7,()01  ;  the  result  is  70  nieiubors  and  there  are 
13,108  perHons  over. 

And  divide  tlie  Hno;liHl,  popuhition  by  37,001  ;  the  result 
iH  47()  inombers  and  there  are  24,0U2  persons  over.  Seventy 
SIX  and  470  iiuike  552  and  tho  two  remainders  make  up  a 
number  Ibr  the  deficient  member  of  the  553. 

i'r'^'iVl^'*^"^'"  '^"  '''"  rvvtnuc.vkio  of  tho  question,  if  we  divide 
i.O,171,S30  the  revenue  of  Scotland,  by  53,  the  number  of 
Scotch  members,  each  member  represents  £1,104,473  of 
revenue. 

Secondly,  if  we  divide  £39,878,168  the  revenue  ofEneland 
and  Wales,  by  500,  the  number  of  their  members,  each 
niember  represents  only  £79,756  being  £1,084,743  loss  than 
18  represented  by  each  Scotch  member. 

™rdly,  if  we  divide  £4,000,681,  the  revenue  of  Ireland, 
Xa^h  l^  number  of  Irish  members,  each  represents  only 
£38,101  of  revenue,  being  £1,126,392  less  than  is  represent- 
ed by  each  Scotch  member. 

We  may  now  allude  to  a  few  of  the  grievances  which  flow 
chiefly  from  the  above  insufficient  representation  of  Scotland 
m  the  House  of  Commons.  The  facts  are  detailed  in  the 
Society's  Address. 

Last  year,  under  the  head  of  Charitable  Institutions  and 
Hospitals,  England  received  from  Parliament  £3 ,000,  besides 
a  sum  for  the  support  of  Bethlehem  Hospital:  Ireland  re- 
ceived £4(S,575  ;  and  Scotland  received  two  pounds  ! 

Under  the  head  of  Police,  it  appears  that  London,  receives 

^Mu^i'nn^^^^'^'^^'  ^"''^^"  £30,000,  and  the  Irish  counties 
£480,924.  Half  of  the  expense  of  the  English  county  police 
IS  paid  out  of  the  common  fund.  No  allowance  for  police 
IS  made  to  Scotland. 

Injustice  to  Scotland  similar  or  nearly  similar  to  the 
above,  is  instanced  in  the  Society's  Statement  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads  .—Harbours  of  Refuge,  Free  Libraries  and 
Museums,  Woods  and  Forests,  Arts  and  Science,  Scottish 
Koyal  Palaces,  Antiquities,  Geological  Survey,  Post  Office, 
btamp  Office,  Military  Establishments,  Naval  Establishments, 
Militia,  Scottish  Naval  and  Military  Academy,  Naval  and 
Military  Charities,  Scottish  Lighthouses,  Patent  Laws,  a' 
higher  Income  Tax  on  Scottish  than  on  English  Landlords, 
university  Representation  and  Allowances,  &c.  &c. 
,  In  speaking  of  things  so  irritating  to  the  Scottish  mind,  it 
18  much  easier  for  every  one  to  use  the  burning  words  of 
^"«ignation,  than  to  stop  short  at  the  simple  narration  of 
of  the  facts.  But  the  facts  require  no  comment,  they  speak 
but  too  strongly  for  themselues.    Let  the  Scottish  colonist 
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reflect  that  the  more  (members  the  Homo  Society  has,  the 
better,  and  let  him  hasten  to  join  one  of  the  Branch  Socie- 
ties, which  will  doubtless  be  formed  in  every  locality 
abroad,  where  the  sons  of  Albyn  are  to  be  found,  and  we 
should  like  to  be  told  of  any  place  in  the  world  where  the  ad- 
venturous spirit  of  the  hardy  Scot  has  not  carried  him.  Let 
those  in  the  United  States,  who  are  of  Scottish  descent,  for- 
get not  the  land  of  their  Sires. 

**  Breathes  there  u  Scot  with  uoul  no  dead, 
Who  never  to  himself  has  snid, 
*  This  is  my  own  my  native  land* ! 
Whose  heart  has  ne'r  within  him  burned, 
As  home  his  footsteps  ho  has  turned, 
From  wandering  on  a  foreign  strand." 

Sir  Walter  coos  on  to  sa^  that  if  such  there  be,  the  wretch 
concentered  all  in  self,  living  shall  forfeit  fair  renown,  and 
doubly  dying,  shall  go  down  unwept,  unhonored,  and  de- 
spised to  the  vile  dust  from  whence  no  sprung. 

But  wo  have  an  earnest  hope  and  expectation  that  even 
in  these  utilitarian  days  there  will  not  bo  found  any  one  so 
base  as  to  forget  his  native  land  in  its  hour  of  need  ;  these 
national  grievances  and  indignities  have  been  proclaimed  to 
theworld,  and  as  fully  known  must  be  the  effort  to  remove 
them. 

A  writer  in  Blackwood  (Sept.  1853,)  truly  observes — 
''  there  is  this  peculiarity  about  the  Scots  that  they  aro 
slow  to  proclaim  a  grievance,  but  resolute  to  redress  it 
when  proclaimed.  Their  extreme  quietude  of  demeanour 
and  retinence  of  speech  have  sometimes  been  incorrectly 
interpreted  as  indicating  a  want  of  spirit ;  whereas,  on  the 
contrary,  no  people  can  be  more  keenly  alivo  than  they  aro 
to  a  sense  of  injury." 

In  viewing  the  state  of  affiiirs  of  the  firm  of  which  Scot- 
land, England  and  Ireland  are  tlio  partners  it  ought  to 
have  been  previously  mentioned  that  if  we  divide  £4.000;  1. 
the  Irish  revenue  (See  "  Companion  to  the  Almanac^'')  by  i.he 
number  of  the  Irish  population,  it  appears  that  of  average 
yearly  taxation  each  inhabitant  of  Ireland  pays  twelve 
shillings  and  three  pence  (each  Scot  pays  £2.  3.  0  and  each 
SouthBriton£2.  4.  2). 

As  £4,000,681  the  Irish  revenue  is  represented  by  105 
Irish  members,  thcn£5,171,834the  Scotch  revenue  ought  to 
be  represented  by  161  Scotch  members  and  not  by  53. 
Compared  with  Ireland,  Scotland  has  thus  108  members  too 
few.  Or,  if  £6,171,830  the  Scottish  revenue  is  voted  away 
by  53  members,  then  £4,000,081  the  Irish  revenue  ought 
to  be  voted  away  by  34  me.  bers,  and  not  by  105.  Of  the 
Irish  revenue,  there  Yras  last  year  expended  in  Ireland 
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£3,847,134  leaving  a  balanco  of  £153,547  transmittod  t( 
London,  whio  of  the  Scottish  revenue  only  £400  000  wa 
expended  in  Scotland,  and  the  balance  transmitted  to  Sou?h 
Britain  and  spent  there  was  £5,704,804.  (Society's  Address), 
.nl    .^K-*^/J'"''^"^®   ^^^^^  remarks  on  this  vitally  im 
o^t^e"l0^t'^Oct  ^  ""^  ''''*'''''  ^"^"^   *^'  Ca/.^onmn  iWern/rj^ 
"  Scotland  luis  a  right  to  assume  a  high  position,  and  sh< 
has  assumed  it.     >fhen  England  was^  a  heptorchy   an 
Spam  a  collection  of  provinces;  when  Russia  was  fiut  tht 
dukedom  of  Muscovy ;   when  Prussia  and  the  empire  ol 
Germany  wore  but  the   dukedoms    of  Brandenburg  anc 
Austria  ;  when  Belgium  was  the   county  of  Flanders  ;  when 
Saxony,  Bavaria  and  Hanover  were,  but  paltry  electorates] 
Scotland  was  a  Kingdom  with  a  Jong  line  of  crowned  anJ 
hereditary  monarchs  on  her  throne  (men  who  in  the  arts  oi 
war  or  peace  gave  place  to  none)  and  she  was  regal  in  all  hei 
rank,  immunities  and  emblems.    Wo  look  back  to  those  ol( 
historic  dajrs  with  honest  pride;  and  repel  with  just  scon 
the  aggressive  spirit  that  would  treat  us  as  a  province  woi 
by  the  sword,  and  not  as  a  free  and  indepencfent  kingdom 
united  to  England  by  the  votes  of  our  parliament  evenai 
South  Britain  was  freely  and  independently  united  to  us." 

Other  countries  do  the  Scotch  the  honor  to  think  thai 
they  possess  more  lovo  of  country  and  more  nationality 
than  other  races  :  let  every  Scot  both  Highland  and  Low- 
land endeavor  to  preserve  tfiis  good  character ;  let  him  noil 
forget  that  the  higher  and  more  respectable  the  character! 
of  any  nation,  m  like  degree  is  each  individual  of  that  na-' 
tion  esteemed  ;  let  not  procrastination  cause  him  to  delav 
^Vl^'^^T^l^  ""^P'S  ^"^  subscription  either  to  the  secretary 
of  the  National  Society  m  fidfnburgh,  or  to  any  branch  ol 
it  that  may  be  formed  m  his  neighbourhood. 

We  are  not  so  impertinent  as  to  make  any  remark  in  thdl 
slightest  degree  disparaging  of  what  is  called  Party  Poli- 
tics, but  truth  permits  it  to  be  said  that  the  movement  now 
being  made  by  the  Scottish  National  Association,  is  totaHv! 
different  from  and  much  superior  to  anything  of  the  natuwi 
of  Party  Politics,    Therefore,  let  not*'him\ho  is  timid 
about  engaging  m  politics,  hesitate  to  join  the  new  Society. 
Be  not  so  base-mmded  as  to  be  satisfied  with  your  own  inll 
dividual  advancement  or  gain.    Forget  not  ''the  stirrind 
memory   of  a  thousand    years."    Think  of  your  country'3 
Past  and  of  her  Future,    l^hink  of  what  her  Past  has  been, 
and  of  what  her  Future  ought  to  be,  and  will  be,  if   each 
of  you  make  the    slight  exertion  requisite  to  join  our  Na- 
tional Society.    Be  not  traitors  to  your  posterity. 
Nov.  1853.  *^  "^    m    ct 

A.    O. 


"cmIlnumber 


iiAm^IiIsj 


CALL  NUMbtM  r  I  I  Xl^ 


ACCESSION  NUMBbH     I  DATFBORROWED 

I  rv.  -.    no/-..— 


